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ITALIANS STRIKE

BACK OH HAVE;

FOE IS CHECKED

Teutons Sustain Huge Losses in

. Attempt to Pierce Lines Be-- -

- fore Venice.

RAIDS SHOW- - J
GREAT ARMY

CONTRACT PLOT

Men Claiming to Be Able to "Fix"

Department Employees
Taken by U. S.

THE PATRIOTIC LEAGUE OF THE SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CALLS UPON ALL PATRIOTIC

PTp3

AUSTIN TO CONCI

OPPONENT ATTACKS HI IN EVERY

IV JUIN IHtM IN THEIR

MB. AUSTIN REMAINS AT HIS POST

EFFORTS TO RFTUR J HON. R. W.

OF DUTY IN CONGRESS WHILE HIS

COUNTY IN THIS DISTHiCT. THE REPUBLICAN PATRIOTS ARE ORGANIZING FOR HIM IN EVERY CIVIL

DISTRICT AND HE IS CERTAiNlTD BE RENOMINATED.

FOUR MEN ARE INDICTED

Charged With Having Offered to Ob

tain Contracts Provided Concerns

Split Profits Department of
Justice Reveals Deals.

ITALY FIGHTS OVER MILLION

' Allies Launch Repeated Counter-At- .

tack Along the Stream Austrlans

Using Their Choicest Troops
Under. Command of Field

. Marshal Borevlc

Italian Army Headquarters, June 19.

Bitter fighting Is In progress along
the Plave river. The Austrlans have
sustained large losses from the con-

centrated fire of Italian batteries. Re-

peated counter-attack- s are being made
by Italian infa&try, inflicting heavy

- casualties.
' '

Italy Fights 1,288,000.
. Paris, June 19. Ninety-tw- o Aus-trla- n

divisions of infantry and twelve
divisions of cavalry, have been hurled
Into the greatest battle that Italy has
yet fought, according to an official an- -'

nouncement at Rome, received here
through the Havas agency. Seventy-on- e

of the divisions have already been
',' identified.

(Estimating 14,000 men to an Aus-

trian division, the employment of ninety--

two divisions means that the Teu-
tons have thrown an army of 1,283,-00- 0

against Italy.)
Austria's Choicest Troops.

The forces engaged comprise three-fourt-

of the whole Austrian army
, and the choicest troops under the com-inan- d

of Field Marshal Borevlc. The
number of men in an Austrian division
is not exactly known, but the number
of divisions eneaeed would Indicate

.
V .Mhat approxiinateTy 1,000,000 Austrian

"jf .. i eve been thrown Into the

1 Papers found on officers show that
i'fter forcing the passage of the Piave,
the first day's objective was the Tre-- i

railroad. In two

Washington, June 19. Sensational
disclosures ot alleged graft conspiracy
In connection with goTernment con--,
tracts were made by the department of
Justice in atnnounclng the Indictment!
In Philadelphia of John Fleming, John'
T. Cavanaugh, Eugene Sullivan and
Joseph Kohn. . t

These men are charged with having
offered to obtain for the Quaker City
Rain Coat company, Philadelphia, a
contract for 100,000 army rain coats,
provided the concern split profits for
the use of their "Influence."

The department severely scored the
practices of "contingent fee contrac-
tors" and promised to round up num-
bers of these men In Washington, New
York and other cities.

Late yesterday agents of the depart-
ment and officers of the military and
naval intelligence spread a net over
all sections of the country. Prlvat
papers of hundreds of corporations
having contractual relations wJUtf the
government were examined.

They were all Indicted by the
grand jury for conspiracy to commit
an offense against the United States.

Practice Brazen, Says U. S.

Referring to the department of Just.
Ice's warning of April 5 against the .....

4' '

i y

'
"i vi

department, in a statement issued this
x

ty
Si

days of fighting the enemy columns
had succeeded only in realizing the
minimum assigned for the first day,
according to the official note issued at
Borne.

But one single allied aviator has
been lost during the Austrian offen-

sive, while forty-fou- r enemy machines
.

'' have been brought down.

Corpses Strew Battle Line.

"In artillery and airplanes Austria
is using all her available resources,"
says the official note. "Not less than
7,500 cannon of all calibers have been

brought into action. Three Austro-Hungarla- n

armies under the command
of Field Marshal Boroevlc are engag-- :

ed in fighting desperately with enor-- .

mous military means. Ordered to ad:
l - wince at any cost, without thought of

blood sacrifices, the Austro-Hungarla- n

regiments readily obey. Thousands
of corpses strew the battlefield over-

looking the mountainous Italian sector
, and accumulate along the Plave, but

afternoon said:
"Instead of taking notice of this

warning, the system has continued its
practices. There are today a number
of brokerage and contingent fee cor
porations who boldly circularize the
manufacturers of the country, stating
they have close relationship with some
or all of the departments of the gov-
ernment and In some Instances influ-

ence with Individuals in these depart-
ments, sinister In character, which,

gives them power to obtain favorable
contracts for their clients in considera-
tion of a commission.

"In a number of cases the contin-

gent fee man has Informed the manu-
facturer that the latter could not deal
with the government except through
him, and that unless the manufactur-
er paid the contingent fee he could not
get the contract.

"As government contracts run Into
hundreds of millions, the amount of
these commissions can be imagined."

To Stop Brokerage.
In addition to the announcement

that search is being made today of
the records of all manufacturers with
contractual relations with the govern-- ,
ment, the statement adds :

"A search also has been made of
the papers of certain' corporations
which act in the capacity of contin-

gent fee operators. The government
has been aided through loyal manu-
facturers who have voluntered infor-
mation.

"There Is no intention to interfere
with legitimate relationship between
manufacturers and various depart-
ments of the government over con-

tracts, but the manufacturer must
deal directly with the department and
not through a middle man or agents
employed on a contingent fee basis.

"The government through all its
agencies Is determined that money
shall not be expended on contingent
fees for brokerage contractors."

Sentenced for Sabotage.
Ellas Maakl of Blwablk, Minn, In-

dicted for criminal syndicalism, who
appealed his' case to the state supreme
court, where he lost, was sentenced re-

cently to serve six months In the coua--.
ty jail or pay a fine of $1,000.

Henry Hulska and Matt Molllanen,
LW. W., arreBted with Maakl In con-

nection with posting sabotage stickers,
were sentenced to three months' terms
or $500 fines. This is the first time
anywhere in the United States where
sentences have been imposed In crim-
inal syndicalism cases, according to
court officers. j

Women on Labor Commission.

Agnes Nestor, first vice president of
the International Glove Workers'
union, and Elizabeth Maloney of the
Waitresses' union, both of Chicago,
have been appointed members of the
Illinois Industrial Survey commission;
created by the last legislature. The
commission will devote much attend
tlon to conditions under which women
of the state work. Legislation will
then be recommended.

The Patriotic League of the Second Congressional District has been organized to promote the

candidacy of Hon. R. W. Austin for renomination to Congress at the Republican Primaries on August 1,

1918. In view of the fact that the President of the United States, the commander in chief of our Army

and Navy, has called upon every member of Congress to remain at his post of duty in Washington and

assist him' in winning the war, Mr. Austin will not return to the District to engage in a political campaign.

He considers his duty to the country more important than his campaign.

The Patriotic League has issued through its president, Hon. W. L. Trent, of Knoxville, a state-

ment calling upon all true loyal Republicans to rally to Mr. Austin's standard and help in protecting his

interests while he remains in Washington attending to the Nation's interests. The League's appeal is as

follows:
PATRTIOTS John M. Ross, Secretary

Wf L. Trent, President. A CALL TO
THE PATRIOTIC LEAGUE

' of the "

Second Congressional District of Tennessee

Organized for the Purpose of Aiding in the Return of Hon. Richard W. Austin to the Next Congress

Headquarters: Room 601, St. James Hotel
v Knoxville, Tenn., June 17, 1918.

Seeing from the Announcement of Hon. R. W. Austin, recently published in the press of this

District, that he is a candidate for renomination to Congress, Subject to the will of the Republican

voters at the approaching Primary, August 1, 1918, a large number of loyal citizens decided to organ-

ize his candidacy, and openly advocate histhemselves into a Patriotic League to promote
Mr. Austin will not leave Congress and his public duty at Washington to come to look after his

candidacy. In this he is right. He represents us, and as such is our contribution to councils of the

Nation at this time of storm and stress. Therefore, we feel it is a patriotic duty to represent him in his

in the District who appreciates his ability and pastabsence and to solicit the of every man
services. ,

The Second District has never been represented In Congress by any but a mature, well-season- ed

look Congress as a training camp, or a cantonment
and experienced man. This District does not upon

to prepare ambitious and aspiring young men for future usefulness, or for the sake of "rotation" to dis-

place a well-prove- n and able representative with a new man, especially now, when civilization is at stake,

and none but our ablest and best are adequate to the task.

We feel that to displace Mr. Austin now would be unpatriotic. Mr. Austin's personal claims are

strong. His party claims are stronger, but we are not thinking of any of these things. What moves us

of the country's welfare and of our desire to helpfor Mr. Austin's return are the wider ind better reasons

at this time toward the task of winning the war by sending our best equipped man to again represent this

District in the Congress. '

We cannot afford to spare Mr. Austin at this time, even if he were disposed to decline renom-

ination. In his announcement he has covered the grounds for his return. It is a fine record, deserving of

endorsement by the people. His renomination is as sure as the day of the Primary, but that is not quite

what the League would like to see these war times. We want to see a big, enthusiastic and hearty
that will make him glad through and through. His services have been cheerful, hearty, un-stain- ed

and able. Let us be honest and appreciate and make our enr endorsement equally so.

THE PATRIOTIC LEAGUE,

W. L. Trent President.

the objectives which the enemy was
to reach are yet far away."

Drive Failure,- - Says Paris.
' That the Austrlans, after three days

of furious fighting, have not gained
any really important success, confirms

I the newspapers in their opinion that
I the offensive has failed.

L'Homme Libre says that the Ital--

; j len resistance to every attack encour- -
4 ages the best hopes, and it is con- -

i vinced that an Italian victory Is as- -

i sured owing to the excellent spirits of
the Italian troops,

ft . Austrian Check Complete.
- Borne, June 19.In their attacks be- -

1 tween Zenson and Fossalta, along the
I Plave, the Austrlans have been stopped
I everywhere, says an official statement

4 issued by the Italian war office. In
I the mountain region and around Mon- -

i tello there have beep no infantry at--

tacks by the enemy.
$ The allied troops have taken several

" 1 hundred additional prisoners and some
f I machine guns.

I Americans to Battle Front.
1 Colonels Elbert E. Persons and Clar--

t ence P. Franklin and Lieut Adolfo
' I Caruso of the American army ambu

lance service have left for the Italian
' '

, front, where they will be received by
the king. Afterward the officers will

: lead their commands into the fighting
V ''" 'COM.''' ':

.
v Fores Foe to Reorganize.

London, June 19. The war office
Issued the following report in regard
to fighting on the Italian front:

"There is little change on the Brit-
ish front The artillery battle has died

K . down and the enemy is reorganizing
after his Severe defeat

"Captured maps show that hla ob

jectives were very ambitious; they in- -

eluded the capture of Mount Pau and
Clnia de Fonte. The number of prls--

oners has Increased to 716, including
V 12 officers. The total amount of cap- -

,
' tured material actually brought In

A mas four msuntaln guns, 43 machlA
' and jtflMBtilgflMMiBTOfari. ---


